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Implementation Regulations Governing Study Requirements and Degree
Examinations
for the International PhD Program in Taiwan and Transcultural Studies
National Chung Hsing University
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Formulated at the First Meeting of the Program Affairs Committee, Second Semester, Academic Year
2015, on June 20, 2016.

Amended at the First Meeting of the Program Affairs Committee, First Semester, Academic Year 2016,
on September 7, 2017.

Amended at the First Meeting of the Program Affairs Committee, Second Semester, Academic Year
2017, on May 18, 2018.

Amended at the First Meeting of the Program Affairs Committee, First Semester, Academic Year 2018,
on January 8, 2019.

Amended at the First Meeting of the Program Affairs Committee, First Semester, Academic Year 2019,
on April 22, 2020.

Amended at the Second Meeting of the Program Affairs Committee, Second Semester, Academic Year
2024, on April 22, 2025.
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Article 1 (Legal Basis)
These Implementation Regulations Governing Study Requirements and Degree
Examinations (hereinafter referred to as “the Regulations”) are formulated by the
International PhD Program in Taiwan and Transcultural Studies of National Chung
Hsing University (hereinafter referred to as “the Program™) in accordance with the
University’s Doctoral Program Regulations, Regulations Governing Doctoral Degree
Examinations, and other relevant laws and regulations.
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Article 2 (Duration of Study and Course Requirements)
1. Duration of Study:
The duration of study for the doctoral program shall be no less than two (2)
years and no more than seven (7) years.
2. Course Requirements:
Students enrolled in the Program shall complete the following credit
requirements prior to graduation:
(1) Total Credits Required for Graduation:
A minimum of thirty-three (33) credits shall be required.
(2) Required Courses:
A minimum of nine (9) credits shall be earned from required courses
designated by the Program.
(3) Doctoral Dissertation:
Twelve (12) credits shall be earned for the doctoral dissertation.
(4) Elective Courses:
A minimum of twelve (12) credits shall be earned from elective courses.
Credits earned from courses offered by other departments, institutes, or
inter-university course-sharing programs may be recognized; however,
such credits shall not exceed six (6) credits in total.
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Article 3 (Graduation Requirements)
Students shall satisfy all of the following graduation requirements:
1. Scholarly Publication Requirement
Students shall fulfill one of the following requirements:
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(1) Publish one (1) research article in an international peer-reviewed English-
language journal, or in a journal ranked Tier 2 or above (or equivalent)
according to the evaluation results of the Humanities and Social Sciences
Research Center of the National Science and Technology Council (NSTC).

(2) Present one (1) English-language research paper at a domestic or
international academic conference; the full paper shall be subject to
review and approval by the Program Affairs Committee.

2. Doctoral Candidacy Qualification Examination
Upon completion of the minimum required period of study and all prescribed
courses and credits, and after preparing a dissertation proposal outlining the
research plan and essential content, a student may apply for the Doctoral
Candidacy Qualification Examination with the consent of the academic advisor.
A student shall be deemed qualified upon approval by no less than two-thirds
(2/3) of the members of the Examination Committee.

3. Academic Ethics Requirement
Prior to applying for the doctoral degree examination, students shall obtain
certification of completion of coursework in academic ethics education.
(This requirement shall apply to students admitted in Academic Year 2016 or
thereafter.)

4. Eligibility for Dissertation Defense
Only after satisfying all of the aforementioned graduation requirements may a
student apply for the doctoral dissertation oral defense.
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Article 4 (Doctoral Dissertation Supervision)

Doctoral students shall, prior to the end of the first academic year following
admission, obtain approval from the chair of the department/institute and formally
engage an academic advisor.

Students who fail to engage an academic advisor within the prescribed period shall be
required to suspend their studies for one semester.
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Article 5 (Doctoral Degree Examination — Dissertation Defense)

1. Students who have passed the Doctoral Candidacy Qualification Examination
and completed a preliminary draft of the dissertation may, after completing
course registration for the semester, submit an application for the doctoral
degree examination no fewer than twenty (20) days prior to the scheduled
defense date.

A score of 70 points or above shall constitute a passing grade for the
dissertation examination.

2. In accordance with the University Academic Calendar, applications for
dissertation defenses shall be accepted beginning in the fifth week of the
semester.

The Program shall close applications on November 30 for the first semester and
May 31 for the second semester; late applications shall not be accepted
(deadlines shall be extended if falling on holidays).

Dissertation defenses shall be completed no later than January 31 for the first
semester and July 31 for the second semester (defenses shall be scheduled
earlier if the deadline falls on a holiday), in accordance with University
regulations.

3. Applicants shall log into the Office of Academic Affairs online course
registration system to register the doctoral dissertation title and print the
Application Form for Participation in the Dissertation Examination.

The examination committee and examination date shall be confirmed in
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consultation with the academic advisor.

The Examination Committee shall consist of five (5) members, of whom no
less than one-third (1/3) shall be external committee members.

The application form, duly completed and signed by the academic advisor, shall
be submitted together with proof of compliance with the scholarly publication
requirement set forth in Article 3, Paragraph 1.

Students admitted in Academic Year 2016 or thereafter shall additionally
submit certification of completion of academic ethics education.



An electronic copy of the dissertation shall be submitted to the Program’s
official email address (transculture@dragon.nchu.edu.tw) within the prescribed
period, and five (5) printed copies of the dissertation shall be distributed by the
student to the examination committee members.

The doctoral dissertation, including the abstract, shall be written in principle,
in English.

4. Students who have applied for the doctoral degree examination but are unable
to hold the examination as scheduled, and whose maximum period of study has
not yet expired, shall submit a Notice of Cancellation of Degree Examination
prior to the beginning of the subsequent semester.

Upon approval by the academic advisor and the chair of the department/institute
or degree program, and after completing registration procedures, the student
may reapply for the doctoral degree examination.
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Article 6 (Supplementary Provisions)

Any matters not specified herein shall be governed by the Regulations Governing

Doctoral Degree Examinations of National Chung Hsing University and the Doctoral

Program Regulations of National Chung Hsing University.
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Article 7 (Implementation and Amendments)
These Regulations shall take effect upon approval by the Program Affairs Committee.

The same procedure shall apply to any amendments hereto.



