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International Doctoral Program in Taiwan and Transcultural Studies
National Chung Hsing University
Regulations Governing the Qualification Examination for Doctoral Candidates
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Formulated at the Program Affairs Committee Meeting on June 20, 2016

Revised at the Program Affairs Committee Meeting on September 7, 2017

Revised at the Program Affairs Committee Meeting on June 22, 2020

Revised at the Program Affairs Committee Meeting on August 18, 2020

Revised at the Program Affairs Committee Meeting on October 14, 2020

Revised at the Program Affairs Committee Meeting on March 31, 2021

Revised at the Program Affairs and Curriculum Committee Meeting on December 21, 2021
Revised at the Program Affairs and Curriculum Committee Meeting on January 8, 2026
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Article 1

These Regulations are formulated in accordance with the Implementation Guidelines for the
Qualification Examination of Doctoral Degree Candidates of National Chung Hsing University.
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Article 2

Doctoral students of this Program who have completed the minimum period of study, fulfilled all
required courses and credits, and prepared a dissertation proposal outline and basic content, may
apply for the Doctoral Candidate Qualification Examination upon approval by their academic
advisor. Only those who pass the examination with the approval of at least two-thirds of the
members of the Examination Committee shall be recognized as Doctoral Degree Candidates and
may subsequently apply for the Doctoral Dissertation Defense.
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Article 3

Upon acceptance of an application for the Doctoral Candidate Qualification Examination, the
Program shall establish a Doctoral Candidate Qualification Examination Committee to conduct
the examination.

The Committee shall consist of at least five members. The academic advisor shall serve as an ex
officio member. Other members shall be recommended by the academic advisor and appointed by



the Program Director. The convener shall be elected from among the Committee members; the
academic advisor shall not serve as the convener.
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Article 4

Members of the Doctoral Candidate Qualification Examination Committee shall meet the
qualifications stipulated under the Degree Conferral Act for serving as degree examination
committee members. In principle, members shall be qualified full-time faculty members of the
University at or above the rank required; however, with the approval of the Program Director,
qualified external scholars or part-time faculty members of the University may also be appointed.

The spouse of a doctoral student, or relatives by blood or marriage within the third degree of
kinship, shall not serve as the student’s academic advisor or as members of any degree
examination committee.
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Article 5

The Doctoral Candidate Qualification Examination shall consist of a written examination and an
oral examination.

A. Written Examination and Related Provisions

1. The written examination shall comprise three subjects. Examination subjects shall be
determined by the academic advisor in accordance with the needs of the student’s doctoral
dissertation. If the academic advisor is an external faculty member, the subjects shall be
jointly determined by the academic advisor and the on-campus co-advisor. Examination
subjects and reading lists shall not overlap.

2. Within two months after submitting the application for the qualification examination, the
examinee shall submit written examination reports to the examiners. Examiners shall
submit the examination results to the Program within two weeks of receipt.

3. A score of 70 shall constitute a passing grade. Students who fail may apply for one retake.
Those who fail the retake shall be dismissed from the Program.

B. Oral Examination (Applicable to students admitted from Academic Year 2022 onward)

1. When applying for the qualification examination, students shall submit a dissertation
proposal of no fewer than 2,000 words.



2. The oral presentation of the dissertation proposal may be conducted concurrently with the
written examination period, but must be completed no later than six months after passing
the written examination.
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Article 6

Applications for the Doctoral Candidate Qualification Examination shall be submitted no later
than the end of the second semester of the fourth academic year of study (periods of leave of
absence shall not be counted). The examination may be conducted once each semester.
Applications shall be submitted by November 30 for the fall semester and by May 31 for the
spring semester.
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Article 7 |

Doctoral students who fail to complete the Doctoral Candidate Qualification Examination within
the prescribed time limit, or who fail the examination and fail the retake, shall be dismissed
from the Program.
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Article 8

Students who pass the Doctoral Candidate Qualification Examination shall be reported by the
Program to the Office of Academic Affairs for registration as Doctoral Degree Candidates.
Upon fulfillment of all graduation requirements, submission of a dissertation, and successful
completion of the doctoral degree examination, the doctoral degree shall be conferred.
Doctoral dissertation defenses shall be conducted in accordance with the Regulations
Governing Doctoral Degree Examinations of National Chung Hsing University.
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Article 9

These Regulations shall take effect upon approval by the Program Affairs Committee and
submission to the Office of Academic Affairs for recordation. The same procedure shall apply to
any subsequent amendments.



